
 

Greeting Everyone. 

Best Wishes to you and your families for Christmas and the coming year. 

First of all many thanks to David & Diane who have been wonderful in their support and are always 

there for me. My life may have changed without Rita but so many have helped in making sure that I 

continue to do everything we used to do; Great family and friends.  

Last Christmas I went up to Tauranga with Diane and her extended family & we stayed in a friend’s 

large house in Mount Maunganui. It was a great time and I walked around the mountain collecting 

volcanic rocks as usual. Bethlehem College has an amazing Christmas celebration with music and 

everyone on the hillside with lighted candles. The evening finished with a lovely fireworks display.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Christmas I am heading down to Wellington with David and Kayley (visiting friends on the way) 

to Diane’s in Island Bay. Karen, Liam and Andrea will be up in Auckland to have Christmas with her 

parents, Tony & Lois.  

Logan will be the only family member away for he will be in Sydney, 

Australia. He has a summer research position as part of his 

Engineering & Computing degree and will only be back for his final 4th 

year starting in February.  

Katie has completed her MSc in Geophysics and the family will be 

down in Dunedin for a week to see her graduate. Next year she starts 

a position with the Government service in Wellington. Adam has 

finished his 4th year medicine in Christchurch and over the summer is 

helping at Wellington hospital on a stem cell project.  

Andrea is now an Events manager in Auckland and with Tom toured Italy and Europe during the 

year. There they caught up with Diane, Andrew and Ella who were on a month tour of Italy’s classic 

sites. Ella is studying Classics as part of her School Certificate year and moves on to the sixth form 

(year 12) next year. The Italy trip was obviously very exciting with visits to Florence, Rome and 

Sorrento in the Gulf of Naples. They climbed Vesuvius and as usual collected more volcanic rocks off 

the mountain to put in their suitcases for me back home. 

As I write this David will be setting off to India with Karen, Kayley and Andrea for a very traditional 

Indian wedding in Zirakpur in the Punjab. The groom is a close friend in NZ and the wedding 
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preparations and ceremony takes several days. They will be away for a month and will also visit 

Shimla in the Himalayan foothills, Jaipur, Varanasi on the Ganges, Delhi, the Taj Mahal and then 

Singapore on the return to New Zealand. An amazing trip. 

My big trip this year was a six week visit back to England. Diane accompanied me for three weeks for 

she had a conference in London. We stayed with Bob & Iris for a week and although the first few 

days were raining we climbed up “Billinge Lump” (the highest point in Lancashire where 16 counties 

can be viewed-on a clear day), visited Chester to see my niece Rachel, and went to a large 

Geological store in Bolton before heading off to London. While Diane was at the conference I visited 

Museums, climbed to the top of Tower Bridge and sailed up the Thames to see all the sites and 

amazing new buildings as well as navigating the busy underground.  

Then we took a train to Portsmouth, visited the historic docks and hired a car for our journey to 

Dorset and the Jurassic Coast. First port of call was Portland Bill for I always wanted to see the 

famous quarries were the stone was mined to build famous buildings like, Buckingham Palace, St. 

Pauls, and the Liver Buildings in Liverpool. I was not disappointed and loved walking on the nearby 

Chesil Beach. Our next stop was West Bay of “Broadchurch” fame and Lyme Regis where we spent 

three days fossil hunting, rock collecting and visiting the famous ammonite pavement and fossil 

museums and lovely villages such as “Beer” in Devon where the houses are mainly built of local flint. 

Then back to Portsmouth and on the catamaran to the Isle of Wight where we stayed with nephew 

Julian and family for three days. Lovely visits were to Carisbrooke Castle and the favourite palace of 

“Queen Victoria” – Osborne House before visiting the Needles for more photos and rock collecting.   
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The train back to St.Helens was amazingly fast reaching 211 km/hr and only took 2 hours; much 

faster than I ever remembered.  

Staying with Iris & Bob, Diane & I had one last visit to the Lake District to Bowness, the ferry to 

Hawkshead of Beatrix Potter fame and where I camped a lot with the scouts. An important stop for 

me was the Kirkstone Green Slate Quarry at Skelwith Bridge where Rita and I visited many times to 

collect stone and polished Green slate for our fireplace, house and garden when we built our first 

house in Marina Avenue in 1962; lovely memories. And so Diane then had to return home and the 

early morning walks around Taylor Park to see the Squirrels and Robins were on my own.  

Then I had time to visit old friends such as Joan Simms, Jenny & Barry Heywood & Frank Davies. Iris 

& Bob arranged a lovely get-together with Keith and Rita Allcock, Stewart and Muriel Forster, and 

Frank and Joyce Davies at the “Star Inn”. These guys were class mates in 1948 at Cowley Boys 

School.  Other trips I made were a daylong adventure to the magnificent Castle Howard in Yorkshire.  

This building was initially made famous on TV as the setting for “Brideshead Revisited” and has 

featured in many other productions. Still a private house but open to the public it is amazing in 

beautiful grounds with lakes, statues and follies.  

I also enjoyed a trip with my friend Michael to New Brighton and Port Sunlight on the Wirral 

Peninsula; probably the last time I saw New Brighton since the 1940’s. Port Sunlight is a model 

village developed by Lord Lever of the soap industry fame. Being a Quaker he certainly looked after 

the needs of his work force and treated then to beautiful accommodation and working conditions. 

With Michael and his wife Moyra we went to another impressive building; the Halifax Piece Hall. Built 

in 1779, it has recently been refurbished and is immaculate. The building has over 300 rooms and 

three levels and originally built for local merchants and mills to show off their Pieces of cloth and 

woollen products to everyone. In those times Halifax was the centre of the wool industry and had 

more millionaires than any place in Europe. 

My final visit before returning was to Liverpool and a sail on the Mersey on one of the typical ships 

that went to the Isle of Man. I remember this taking nearly 5 hours in the 40’s and 50’s but the new 

giant catamaran does it in half this time now. The Liver buildings looked magnificent in the white 

Portland stone I had seen earlier in the quarry. Also there was a very natural looking bronze statue of 
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the Beatles walking towards the Pierhead- brilliant. This reminded me of my time at Liverpool 

University in the 60’s when they played there. 

So it was time to head home. Iris & Bob looked after me so well and the lunches at the Glass 

Museum in St.Helens were as good as ever. I managed lawn bowls with Bob at his club and a short 

spell of table tennis at Iris’s U3A group. When we shared the collected rocks in suitcases Diane & I 

found we had 16kg. However all were & they arrived safely in N.Z. for my Geology teaching. 

I was impressed of how everywhere looked so green, the Pennines 

and countryside were so pleasant. The only sad part was to see 

the Town Centre looking drab with empty shops for there has been 

a move to modern retail centres on the ring road. Finally a visit to 

our family church & graves with new flowers and it was off on the 

30 hour journey to the other side of the world. 

Spring is here now and I have I have put much time in bringing the 

garden up to scratch. The sweet peas are all in bloom giving the 

garden a beautiful scent and the geraniums are climbing up the 

fence. My new petunia “Night Sky” is in full bloom and I have a new 

memorial garden now to Rita now on the Reserve which everyone 

admires as they walk past. Below are some garden photos. 

I hope you all in the Northern Hemisphere get a nice dusting of 

snow (not too much) and a traditional Christmas which will remind 

me of times past while we have barbeques and put on our 

sunscreen.                 Best Wishes to you all      

  Norris      rita-norris@xtra.co.nz   & www.ritanorris.com 
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