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Greetings to you all for Christmas 2020.

| hope that 2021 will be a much better year for 2020 is likely to be one of those years that
will go down as a calamity over the centuries with the virus affecting so many people on a
worIdW|de ba3|s Here in New Zealand we have been far luckier than most for we are an

island nation in the South Pacific with a population of 5 million
that can close borders to the world and be self-sufficient.

. The beginning of 2020 was glorious with beautiful weather, so

much so | had some air conditioning installed. David, Karen,
Andrea and Kayley had arrived safely back from a month in India
where initially they went to a friend’s wedding in the Punjab. The

- colours were amazing as they dressed in traditional clothes for the

wedding and Kayley was in great demand by the local children as

| the only fair skinned girl in the small Indian village. They also
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§  took the opportunity to visit several places and loved the vistas

but also saw poverty, overcrowding and smog in the larger towns.

They all had good health after having the necessary injections

before they left.

| spent Christmas with Diane, David and family and we had
beautiful days in in Wellington. My Christmas present from
David was the “Dr Who” number plate.

I === A s February progressed we watched with alarm as the virus
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spread across the world and by mid-March cruise liners had

~ brought it to our shores. As our cases spread we went quickly
into a deep level 4 lockdown for six weeks. Schools were

. closed and tertiary education and teaching was done on-line.

B Only essential workers were allowed out with Supermarkets

| and Pharmacies the only ones open. One person was allowed

\' # out for shopping and collecting goods and even doctor

consultations were done by video and phone. We had 25 deaths
in residential homes and over 1000 cases but by following the
strict rules of no social meetings all our home bubbles worked.

‘ With masks, tracing apps and rigorous testing we were back to

level 2 in late April and eventually to level one with no cases in
4 the country by May.
We all breathed a sigh of relief and slowly, while still obeying
rules of tracing and testing, we started to feel normal. So much
so that in early May | drove to Taupo to meet Diane and family
for a holiday in a house we rented. Ella had had two students
with her for they were normally boarded at the school but had
spent the lockdown with Diane’s family. Amy came from
Germany and Annika the USA, from international schools that

“ had an association with Scotts College (Ella’s school).
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In Taupo we visited all the Geothermal and volcanic areas and the girls swam in the hot
thermal pools. | collected rocks and took photos for my Geology group which would be re-
opening in the following month. After the lockdown it was a welcomed holiday.

Diane has been a regular visitor to me, sometime being asked to help out in the Pathology
lab at Hastings hospital, and other times with husband Andrew who is sent to Napier to the
Optometry practice there to advise on the latest technology. Also Diane is a great help in the
garden when she comes and seems to relish in pulling out weeds, which | encourage. On a
visit in June she flew up and bought a bright yellow Suzuki here and drove home.

David is heavily involved in developing robotic systems in the Kiwi Fruit industry and is in
great demand. So much so that his son Logan who is just finishing his four year degree in
Electrical Engineering and computer systems will be working with him next year. Like
David he is very good at writing complex algorithms. David also has been buying cars, two
in fact. Both are BMW Mini Coopers almost identical. but Karen’s is turbo charged

My “Dr Who” Mazda (it’s bigger on the inside) Diane’s Suzuki and David’s Twin Minis

Adam has now completed his 5" year of medicine in Christchurch and Andrew has helped
him to move flat to Nelson hospital for the final year. Nelson is just a ferry ride from
’ e, Wellington so he will be nearer the family. He also will benefit from
>ty having Diane’s old red Suzuki.
v, Katie continues her work in Government departments in Wellington and
. Ella who moved to the private school Scotts College last year has become
434/ an outstanding student in classics and Art. She will start her final year in
! AT 2021 and will be a prefect. It is good to have someone on the Arts side in
the family. Kayley is at intermediate school and loves to go to several
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: *d’;r @8 dance groups and presently doing tap dance. Liam has started an
oy ¥ electrical engineering apprenticeship at the Eastern Institute of
L. Technology and also does practical work with a local electrician. His
- favourite pastime is “Dungeons and Dragons”. Karen is a member of the
.~ “Forest and Bird” and Village Gardens groups and looks after the sheep
= who keep the grass down in their lifestyle block.
Diane and Andrew now have a lovely cat called Stormy who turned up
one day and adopted them. He is a great favourite with all the family.
“ My Computing, Geology and Digital Photography groups have closed
& = down for the year with the making of Calendars and Christmas cards
D (you have my own this year) being very popular. I still have my friendly
__| Blackbird and Thrush accompanying me in the garden to collect worms
# for their young and | can feed them by hand. Gardening keeps me busy
_ * and the flowers this year have been spectacular. -

My Gazanias ‘\'




