
At the beach; a sand dollar and David with his biplane 

Greetings everyone and best Wishes to you all for Christmas and the New Year 

 Sadly this is another year of containment for us in New Zealand. We initially kept the 

virus out for several months and life went on as normal (except overseas travel) and 

then a couple of months ago a visitor from Australia, who was supposed to be virus 

free, hopped around Auckland and spread the dreaded Delta variant in several 

places. We chased its spread for a couple of months and kept it in that area but 

recently is has slowly crept south and now we have to live with it. It did give us time 

to become vaccinated and I have had my two shots and will get a booster next 

month. Huge numbers of Kiwis have been arriving from overseas and they have 

been in quarantine for 14 days before entering the country. This worked well until the 

Delta virus came and now we have a new system called traffic lights- weird. 

Diane and family have been regular visitors and we travel around our province. One 

day with David, Karen, Kayley and Sam the dog we all went on a fossil hunting 

expedition to Waipatiki beach North of Napier looking for “sand dollars” in the rocks 

which are fossilised sea urchins. Sam had a lovely time dashing in and out of the 

rock pools and enjoyed being very wet. 

Diane is a regular collector of rocks for me on her travels with her family and we 

discuss these finds at my Geology group. I have continued to fly with my radio 

controlled planes but I also joined the Hawkes bay club where David was a member 

and have been flying much larger fuel planes.  

I have taught my Geology, computing, digital Photography and visual media groups 

over the year and have just finished until next February. As you see I now make my 

own cards. Because of the lack of travel opportunities I have spent more time in the 

garden and expanded Rita’s Garden on the Reserve to over a hundred feet now. I 

always have flowers typical of the season in bloom and so many people stop to talk 

to me and comment on its beauty. One remarkable and eye watering event 

happened when a neighbour told me that a young mother had called her new baby 

Rita after the garden for she used to stop and admire it with its plaque on the tree. 



Logan’s Graduation 

Then one day I met her and we chatted and I showed her Rita’s photo and we 

agreed it would be a lovely name. 

Many events in NZ have continued but perhaps on a lesser scale and Kayley was 

able to perform with her dance group at the Hawkes Bay Art Deco festival. Diane and 

Andrew turned up last month with new electric bicycles on their SUV and travelled to 

several places along the coast in very short time. These bikes are very powerful and 

Diane now uses hers to travel to work in Wellington each day. Diane’s cat Stormy 

continues to amuse with her antics and is loved by all. I used a lovely photo of her on 

a set of playing cards for a Christmas gift. 

Over winter David and Karen had major 

upgrades to their house with two new bathrooms and changes to other rooms. They 

are now on mains water rather than just a bore and the internet service is now fast. 

The development of Havelock is now catching up with them in their country living. 

Now David is concentrating on building computerised systems for inspecting Kiwi 

fruit as they pass on conveyor belts at five sites in the Bay of Plenty. Diane and 

Andrew also upgraded to heat pumps in their house with a new kitchen and double 

glazing. My sister Iris and I have video talks regularly on a two weekly basis using 

Facebook Messenger. It is amazing how the technology has advanced so we can 

see the family so easily. Unfortunately she now has her arm is a cast having fallen 

and broken it while playing Table Tennis; such a 

dangerous game!!  

The family news is that Logan and Emily are 

engaged and live in a flat in Auckland. Logan 

graduated top student in Electrical Engineering and 

computing this year and now writes software for 

David. Emily is just finishing her Master’s degree. I 

was able to see Logan’s graduation on zoom and 

took screen shots better than being there. Liam is now in an apprenticeship as an 

electrician and there is a great demand for electricians in New Zealand’s housing 

boom. Liam too is now engaged to another Katie. Andrea is still in Event 

management although several of the staff have been laid off because of restrictions 

in Auckland. She and partner Tom are looking for a house in Auckland where the 

average price is now over $1 million dollars. Kayley has now finished Intermediate 



Christmas with the Murrays at our 

house “Sherdley: in 1984 

School and will start High School in Havelock North in February. She will be the last 

of the grandchildren in school. 

Of Diane’s children Adam has now completed his medical training as a Doctor with 

the top grade and will be employed as a House Surgeon at Wellington Hospital in 

January. He will be flatting with his friend Ethan in Wellington. Katie has a new 

position in research and is now flatting with friends in Wellington. Ella has finished at 

Scotts College winning the Chapman Cup and will be attending Victoria (Wellington) 

University next year studying Science Communication and Classics.  

During the year I unfortunately lost some close friends as age catches up with us all 

for even I will be 84 when this letter reaches you. Rita & my best friends, Joan and 

Mike Murray have departed to stay in a retirement unit in Hamilton (south of 

Auckland) to be close to their 

daughter Ann and husband Tim. 

Over the last year they had some 

memory and mobility loss as many 

of us do and I was visiting them 

regularly. I was concerned that 

they did not have family close by 

so I contacted Ann and Tim who 

came down and realised that it 

would be good if they were near 

them. It was very sad for they were 

Rita & my best friends since our 

arrival in NZ 45 years ago. Joan 

was my Chemistry teacher when I 

was head of science and with 

husband Mike, and children Ann, Judith and Ian we always had Christmas and New 

Year together. They arrived in NZ a year before us from Sunderland. Joan was very 

talented and moved to Iona College (a private Girls School) in Havelock North and 

rose to be a very popular Principal there. Diane and Andrew were married at Iona 

College Chapel in 1989. 

 When our family are together in Havelock we often go to Birdwoods. Birdwoods is a 

very special place in the heart of the countryside near Havelock North village. It is a 

'must see' for all visitors and locals, offering a gallery, sculpture garden, table 

serviced café, and a much loved old fashioned sweet shop.  It was opened in 2005 

by Bruce and Louise Stobart who had a large farm in Zimbabwe and they were 

dispossessed by the Mugabe regime and lost everything. They had many workers 

and artisans who made beautiful sculptures from the magnificent Great Dyke in 

Zimbabwe. My connections to them are twofold. Diane and her friend Katrina did 

their overseas training and travelling in Zimbabwe as part of their medical degrees 

and I teach my Geology group about Zimbabwe and the Great Dyke. Diane visited 

my cousin Lesley who lived in Harare on her medical training too. As far as mineral 

wealth and resources Zimbabwe is the richest country in Africa but badly managed. 



The Bunny and “Time Traveller” sculptures 

When the Stobart family first came they started with a little old church with sculptures 

of animals made from recycled 40 gallon drums by their ex workers. I met them and 

took photographs for them which were published in the local paper and from that 

they never looked back. I have bought several sculptures such 

as “Time Traveller” and a Bunny carved from 

Leopard stone from the Great Dyke.  

Finally I am typing the second part of 

my memoirs. Having completed the 

first part from 1937 to 1975 when we 

came to New Zealand and given 

copies to the family I have started on 

Part 2 from 1975 to 2018. The first 

part took 130 A4 pages but at the 

moment the second part is 112 pages and I am not halfway. Much time goes to 

finding all the photos, slides and negatives and converting them to good digital 

images. I have built a very simple system to do this. (I teach this and it is a popular 

topic in my digital photo group). Luckily all the photos re-jog my memory of times 

past and happily my memory is still good. (Perhaps I should hurry!). 

Well best wishes for Christmas and the New Year. I had been planning to be over 

this year but the worldwide disruption of travel has been devastating. Having written 

this I can now relax and photograph the flowers and birds in my garden. 

Best wishes to you all.                                Norris 

 

 

 

I love gazanias for the are hardy and always in flower; the petunia is called Queen of Hearts; Two 

sparrows, a thrush and a waxeye having a communal bath; sweet peas which are still in bloom; 

Rita’s favourite was the very scented Double Delight now in flower and a waxeye eating an apple 


