
 

 

 
Greetings Everyone. 
Best wishes to you all from Havelock North. 

2023 has been a tumultuous year and the strangest in our life here. Summer (our 
January) started well with lovely weather and David and I did lots of flying together. 
However towards the end we started having significant rain as a strange weather 
pattern developed over the Pacific diverting tropical cyclonic weather due to a 
warming ocean down towards N.Z., By February we were told to prepare for a 
cyclone as it bore down on us and would be damaging especially for the East coast 
were we live. Damage us it did, with torrential winds and rain for days which flooded 
the hills and the rivers became torrents and wiped out agriculture, valleys, crops and 

settlements all down the east Coast. Huge 
amounts of silt and forestry swept down taking 
away houses, bridges, factories, vineyards and 
orchards. It was unbelievable and our railway line 
has only just been rebuilt. Hundreds became 
homeless and livelihoods ruined. Trees around me 
came crashing down. Much of the infrastructure, 
especially orchards and houses have not yet been 
rebuilt. 

 Electricity was off for two days but for others over a week and internet also. 
However by April planes were flying again and I flew to Wellington to spend Easter 
with Diane & Family. This was a good break and we all visited Katie & Dylan in their 
new house in Pukerua Bay and spent the day gardening & putting their section in 
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order. Diane and I took a long walk from her house in Island Bay along the coast 
around Owhiro Bay to visit a large quarry that suppled greywacke for building. 
Greywacke forms the basement rock of N.Z.. I picked up some good samples and 
took photos for my Geology class. I still teach Geology and Computing and I think 
because of the latter skills was asked to become President of the U3A again this 
year. One reason is that the Government have passed a new Act requiring new 
constitutions, such as ours, to have new clauses on Conflict Resolution & Privacy. 
Since I made the last alterations to the constitution in 2007 and knew what was 
needed I took on the task. I completed the new constitution and will soon have it 
ratified by our U3A and submitted to the appropriate Government committee. It was 
also obvious to me that more changes were needed to increase our membership 
and courses offered. I approached the local SeniorNet organisation in order to form 
an association. S.N. used to be very strong in teaching seniors computing and I 
learned there in 2000. However their numbers had dwindled for most people have 
now grown up with computers so it seemed sensible to join forces- which we did 
and launched an advertising campaign. Over the year this has proved successful. I 
have also written and given large PowerPoint presentations to our society and have 
been asked to give them to others on Climate Change and Zealandia. (Zealandia is 
a vast underwater continent in the Pacific Ocean where the only part it above sea 
level is N.Z. and other islands). 

It is interesting how life has changed for seniors in N.Z. There has been a huge 
building of retirement villages where you can have your own villa or serviced 
apartment. The villages have there own activity centre, cinema room, swimming 
pools, restaurants and organised trips away for residents. Havelock North has now 
six large villages with the latest one under construction for 300 residents. The 
retirement villages also usually have there own hospital wing and a bell pull in each 
unit to call a nurse. For our H.N, a village of 15,000 this is big business. Probably 
we are seen as one of the best places to retire to In NZ. Recently I gave a 
presentation to one village on how to avoid scams, phishing and hacking. 

Pictures from one of the villages. Here are two links to type into Google search. 
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Another change in NZ is that we are rapidly becoming a cashless society. There are 
no Cheques for they vanished 18 months ago and I rarely carry cash and Diane 
never. You can use your card to pay for a $2 (£1) parking place , an ice cream or a 
Fridge and dining suite. One problem of this is that banks are closing and from 
having 5 banks full time we now have one open two days from 10am to 2pm. You 
are now expected to use internet banking and ATM’s. We now teach the use of 
internet banking at U3A. 
Diane and Andrew have been travelling frequently. Diane as Professor of Pathology 
and Andrew a senior Optometrist regularly travel to conferences They visit me on 
many occasions and help with the gardening. Recently they took a tour of the 
central North Island with a junior pathologist staying with them from a Teaching 
hospital in Bristol. In July they spent a month in Montreal with friends from 
University days who live there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They travelled North into the lakes and forests to explore trails on electric bikes and one 

bonus for me is that Diane is always on the lookout for rocks. She found a magnificent 

metamorphosed granite rock in a steam. This is the Canadian Shield and the rock is one of 

the earliest 2 Billion years old. A treasured find for my geology collection. 

Diane, Andrew, Ella, Katie & Dylan, Karen and Kayley are now on a month trip to Japan 

and hope to use Bikes again to explore the countryside. They are presently in Tokyo. This 

leaves David & I in Havelock North. Adam is in Wellington just finishing his second year as 

a doctor with partner Zoe who completed an MSc in nursing. Logan is in Auckland in his 

second year PhD in Computing and travels to Germany in two weeks to a conference. 

Liam, who is an electrician, and partner Katie have moved from Havelock to Wellington. 

Katie has started a course at Victoria university there. Andrea and partner Tom who works 

in Banking have just returned from a wedding in England. They were invited over, paid for 

by Tom’s boss, to his daughters wedding at a stately home. Ella has now finished her second 

year in Classics and Science Communication at Otago university (Dunedin) and Kayley goes 

into year 11 (form 5) next year at Havelock North High School. This year Kayley has been 

in a cheerleading group and they won the NZ competition and they went to compete in 

Hawaii. Karen went also & the team were 5th in their group. Diane’s Katie (Catherine) is a 

senior statistician for the Government in Wellington on Climate change policies and her 

partner Dylan is a planning officer for Porirua City Council. In December last year Ella 

headed off for her overseas experience and started with a visit to my sister Iris & Bob in St. 

Helens in England & stayed with cousin Rachel & family in their farmhouse in Cheshire. 

She had a lovely time and them went to see cousin Julian & family on the Isle of Wight. 

Unfortunately she got Covid there but on recovery set off on the Eurostar train to 

Amsterdam to catch up with her good friend Amy who is at University. Amy who lives in 

Germany was boarded with Ella & family when she was an exchange student to Ella’s 

school three years ago and they have remained good friends. The pair then went to Amy’s 
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family who live in a village near Frankfurt for Christmas. The family took them both skiing 

and concerts and they had a wonderful time together until Ella came home for University in 

February. 

David and Kayley love skiing and this year visited the ski fields in both North and South 

Islands and also visited the Antarctic Centre in Christchurch. Adam and Zoe have been to 

Rarotonga in the Pacific but I have not travelled much and spent time repairing my garden 

after the cyclone and also the very heavy rains of winter. By July we had received as much 

rain as we normally receive in a year. This has put back flowers with my sweet peas 

blooming two months late. I continue with my photography and designing new planes. My 

Delta Flyer design was picked up by our local club and at an evening meeting twelve teams 

of three each built one. I have now nearly finished a new design.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of my Photos. Diane with Cherry blossom behind my house. A super moon I captured 

one evening in October; A rainbow over my crab apple tree in October and a cloud 

formation overhead. 

Two more photos before I close. David& Karen’s family. Diane & Stormy the cat who rules 

the house. I have been teaching how to make personal Christmas cards and you should 

receive my latest one with this 

newsletter. Recollections still fill 

my heart of wonderful times past 

with friends and especially of 

my lovely Rita.  

Best wishes to you all 

 

   

Ella & Rachel, Ella & Amy, Ella & Amy at a concert, Catherine & Dylan gardening in their new home, 

Andrea and Tom at their wedding venue. 

David on a snowmobile, Kayley & David, Adam & Zoe, the Delta Flyer 


