
 

 

 

Greetings Everyone.  As in the world, the weather in NZ is changing. We had a lovely 

summer as usual in early 2024 but as winter approached we had many days of morning frosts and 
then heavy downpours. Gardening though is still a major hobby and spring bought over 500 
daffodils and miniature daffs into bloom. Also my patio pots of Asian lilies and other plants are 
amazing and people walking past on the reserve stop and comment on my garden and Rita’s 
garden on the opposite side o the reserve. 

                         

I have had a very tiring illness for a couple of 
months and now improving. Diane & Andrew 
thought that it would be a great idea to make 
my garden easier to maintain. They have been 
up for a couple of weekends and transformed it 
with brick edgings, compost, potting mix and 
limestone. The back garden is a show stopper 
with pots of lilies, petunias and handing baskets. It is a revelation and friends and passer-by’s 
thought that I have had landscape gardeners in. Andrew has also installed an automatic watering 
system that can be programmed to come on and off at different times- amazing. 
I have continued flying and been flying electric planes and fuel planes with David. David has had 
an exceptional year and his skills with aerobatics saw him as the main attraction at flying shows. 
His planes become larger and larger and his model of a WWII Sea Fury with its 250 cc engine 

looks and sounds like the real plane in the sky. 
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David’s collection of huge planes means that they won’t fit into his large Volvo so I bought him a 
large covered trailer which he will be able to transport them. My Planes hang from the garage 
ceiling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
I still teach computing and continue as President of the Havelock North U3A and one popular 
topic I presented was on Artificial Intelligence. Our club is very active with a growing membership 
of almost 300. One major project at a quarterly meeting was my presentation of “Zealandia”. This 
is classified now by Geological societies as a mainly underwater continent in the South Pacific. It 
is unique in that it broke away from Antarctica millions of years ago and retains an ecology based 
on birds with no mammal predators or snakes. Another meeting was to create a PowerPoint for 
Les Appleford, a flying friend, who with his partner flew a two engine plane from NZ to Antarctica 
to do mapping for the USA. The flight was twice the normal range of the plane and the fuselage 
was filled with extra fuel tanks to make the 9½ hour trip over the Southern ocean. In 1993 they 
mapped the Ross Sea and Mount Erebus and the NZ & USA bases. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As an active member of the Hawkes Bay Rock & Mineral club I have given presentations at the 
monthly meetings and had several prizes for my rocks. Diane on her travels is still a keen collector 
for me and they always pass through customs in her case. Both Diane and Andrew have been 
receiving prizes for their work. Andrew received the H.S. Gilberd medal for services to Optometry- 
a rarely awarded medal and also the Matthews Trophy for Clinical excellence in Optometry. In 
early December Diane flies to Sydney to receive the Konrad Muller Outstanding Teacher Award 
from the Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia. There she will give a presentation on 
Pathology to 400 senior medical students who are interested in becoming pathologists. 
Diane and Andrew had a 5 week magnificent tour of Europe in September visiting Zurich, Zermatt, 
St. Moritz, Interlaken, Montreux, Florence and Vienna. I followed their journey with regular photo 
messages and what brought me great joy was their visit to Montreux and the places were Rita & I 
visited when we became engaged there in 1959. 

Also touring Europe at the same time with Diane & Andrew was their son Adam and his fiancé 
Zoe. After two & a half years as a doctor at Wellington and Lower Hutt Valley hospitals Adam and 
Zoe, a nurse at Southern Cross hospital in Wellington, decided to do their overseas experience. 
This was a 4 month tour of Europe starting in Portugal and Spain and travelling all across the 
countries of Europe to end up in Greece. 
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They set off in July and returned in November. They were able to catch up with 
Diane and Andrew in the Dolomites were they were surprised to wake up one 
morning to a heavy snowfall. So it was fun in the snow. 
It was an amazing holiday and so many beautiful places to visit.  

 
The grandchildren are now putting down roots. Adam and Zoe are engaged. Logan 
and Emily married in April. Andrea and Tom are to be married in January 2025. 
Liam and Katie were married in October. Catherine (Katie) and Dylan are settled in 
their home in Pukerua Bay (near Wellington) with their dog Sponge. 
Liam and his Katie were married in a garden setting at Birdswoods in Havelock 
North which has a large outdoor Sculpture gallery, café and it is very popular. 
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Liam and Katie live in Wellington were he works in security systems and Katie has 
completed year two at Victoria University there. 
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Logan and Emily married at St. Andrews Retirement Village in Glendowie in 
Auckland. Lois and Tony, Karen’s parents, live there. It was a magnificent setting for 
the wedding and the village is five Star with beautiful rooms, a cinema, beauty 
salon, hairdresser and an amazing restaurant. It was a huge occasion with lots of 
friends and family. I went there with David, Karen and Kayley and we stayed in a 
large B&B in Mission Bay. Logan is 
working on his Ph.D. at Auckland 
University in computing and has 
sponsorships from Google and Apple. 
Google recently sponsored him to a 
meeting in the USA and to a conference 
in Germany. Emily was able to join 
Logan in Germany for two weeks. Emily 
is the Events Manager for Oceania 
Retirement Village in Auckland. 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Andrea and Tom have booked a wedding venue in Clevedon which is south of 
Auckland. Andrea is an events manager and Tom is an investment banker. Andrea 
is very keen on physical Fitness and recently went to Australia with a friend to the 
Hyrox challenge. Hyrox is a global fitness race for Every Body. Participants from all 
around the world compete in the exact same format. 
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Katie, Diane’s daughter, and partner Dylan have a lovely home and garden in 
Pukerua Bay which is very convenient to Wellington with 
the nearby motorway and railway station. Katie manages 
a data analysis group for the NZ government and Dylan is 
a planning officer for the Porirua council. Porirua is a 
small city near Wellington. They recently adopted a 
greyhound that had been retired from Racing. His name is 
“Sponge” and he is very gentle and loves going for runs 
with Dylan. 
Ella is now 21 and has returned from University from 
Otago where she has been studying Genetics, Chemistry, 
Media studies and classics. As usual Ella has done extremely 
well with her confidence and flair. Stormy, the house cat loves 
having Ella home for she gets lots of attention from Ella. Ella 
goes back early next year to act as a guide and support 
person to welcome new entrants to Otago.  
Kayley our youngest grandchild has just finished her exams 
for level 1 of the National Certificate of education and waits 
for the results in January but she is very competent and will 
do well. Next year she goes into the sixth form to study English Maths Chemistry 
Biology classic and media studies. Kayley has a part-time job at a Japanese 
restaurant in Havelock North and they regard her very highly for she gets lots of 
work. 
Karen loves studying languages and is presently in French and Italian groups and 
goes to the international film festivals when they come around to Havelock North. 
David and Karen are having a busy time 
repainting their house which is a huge 
job. Karen does lots of masking of the 
windows while David follows around 
with the spray gun. It is a large house in 
a lifestyle block with a pond stream, lots 
of fruit & flowering trees and paddocks 
for sheep. 
 David has continued with his work with 
the Kiwi fruit industry in monitoring the 
Kiwi fruit lines with his cameras and 
computers and is also doing work with 
the apple industry in Hawkes Bay. 
Time to put this newsletter to bed. 
In a week’s time I will be 87 and I am so privileged to have such a loving and caring 
family. 
Rita and I had such brilliant children and now Diane and Andrew, David and Karen 
are brilliant too and always there to support and help me when needed. Wonderful. 
Have a good Christmas and New Year with your friends and family. 
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